
Coming Up
Earth Day/Nude Food Day: 9 
April

Malaysia Cultural Tour: 13  - 
20 April

Music Assembly: 18 April

End Of  Term 1: 18 April

Good Friday Public 
Holiday: 19 April

Staff  Development Day: 29 
April

Students Start Of  Term 2: 30 
April

Optiminds Start: 3 May

Ramadan: 4 May - 4 June

Yr 12 EST: 6 - 24 May

NAPLAN: 14 - 24 May

Yr 3 Assembly: 17 May

Simultaneous Story Time: 22 
May

Christmas Island District High SchoolChristmas Island District High SchoolChristmas Island District High School

School Newsletter
Ph: 9164 8546 | Fax: 9164 8544 | http://cidhs.cx | 05 April 2019 | Edition 4

by Stephen RobeRtS

Friday 22nd March saw the school 
celebrate Harmony Day here on 
Christmas Island. The theme, of  
course, was well put by the Pre-
Primary item: “We Are Special… 
but We Are Different…” and what 
a difference was demonstrated 
throughout the morning! 

We had a traditional Chinese Lion 
dance, some Malay Kompang 
drumming and silat and some 
Aussie ‘bush dancing’… followed 
by a BBQ for students and the 
community at lunch time.

Highlights of  the concert included 
“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” sung 
in Japanese, Chinese and Malay by 

the Junior Primary cluster (well 
done guys… what clever little 
people you are!), a poignant play 
by the Year 3 - 6s on sharing and 
caring (called “I Am a Dot”… what 
a powerful message!), two musical 
items by the Year 12 Music class: 
John Lennon’s “Imagine” and 
something all islanders here have 
in common… a trip on a “Big Jet 
Plane” (thank you Miss Barbara, for 
helping out on the vocals).

Continued on back page...
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From the Principal...
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
As we close in on the end of  term can I take this opportunity to thank you for your 
continued support of  our work here with your children. I am pleased with student 
progress over the term - you are always welcome to contact teachers to discuss 
progress being made.

The Year 9/10 Cultural Tour to Malaysia and Malacca is all set to go in the last week of  term - my thanks to 
the organizing staff  for making it possible. It will no doubt be a wonderful experience for all concerned. I 
look forward to hearing all about your experiences upon your return.

Congratulations to the first group of  community members who have completed the evening woodwork 
classes with Digby Edwards - I have seen the finished products and they are fantastic. Thanks to CIP for 
your support and to Digby for making it happen. It is a wonderful initiative. The next group starts after our 
vacation break.

The ZAP Circus crew have been with us all week, working with Primary students and putting on Circus 
performances for the whole school - it certainly bought back memories of  our circus performances from 
days gone by!!

We have welcomed back to school over the last three weeks our Community playgroup - working in the 
Library with Miss Sharon and in our Pre-Primary centre. It is such an important developmental step and it 
is great to see so many parents taking part. If  you would like to join in contact us here at school for details.

We have had a practice session for our shift to online NAPLAN testing today - seems to have gone very 
smoothly - parents of  Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students you should have a parent info brochure outlining what is 
happening.

Regards,

I.M.R.Francis
Principal, Christmas Island
E-mail: frank@cidhs.cx

For Sale
$5 CIDHS pencil cases are 
available from the Front 
Office.

Lost And Found
Parents, please look closely to see 
if  anything belongs to you or your 
child! Items can be picked up from 
the Front Office.

Some great furniture 
made by the first 
group of  Digby 
Edwards’ community 
woodworking classes.



by the Student CounCil

Our school raised $466.00!

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to World Autism day!

We are proud to be part of  
a multicultural and inclusive 
community on Christmas Island.

Please keep an eye out for our jars 
with the ‘Go Blue For Autism’ 
label located in one of  our local 
businesses.

Hidden Gem 
In The Library
by lauRen tayloR

Did you know that we have a 
sizable archive section in the back 
of  the library that dates back to 
1898? Over the past two weeks 
every document and picture has 
been put in it in order by year (if  
it was dated). Below is a very small 
example of  what was come across.

• Photographs, slides and 
negatives

• DVDs & VCRs
• School record & attendance 

books
• Student work
• Newspaper clippings about the 

island
• Maps and drawings
• Past newsletters & Islander
• Year books

There are hundreds of  photos that 
don’t have a year listed on them 
and we would really appreciate the 
community’s help to organise these 
photos. If  you have time to help 
or would like to view the archives 
please contact the Front Office and 
we can arrange a viewing.

Library News
by ShaRon FRanCiS

Year 6s and Miss Kathy purchasing books to add 
to our EBOOK collection.

Students can choose to read an 
ebook on their iPad.

A reminder to parents that students 
can log into SORA, the new reading 
app for students by Overdrive, and 
continue to read at home on a 
electronic device.

New MAGAZINES are available 
to read and loan from the library. 
The fishing magazines are very 
popular :)

Nude Food Day
When: Tuesday 9 April

Remember to bring to school 
healthy food without any 
packag ing 
(ie “nude” 
food)!



Zaptastic!
by RhyS biRd

During Week 8 the Zap Circus 
was in town to perform shows and 
provide workshops for primary 
students. The students learnt 
partner and individual balances 
as well as getting to use all of  the 
performers props which was very 
exciting! The whole school was also 
treated to a performance that was 
both spectacular and breathtaking! 
This was all made possible by Arts 
& Culture Christmas Island.

Cultural Tour 
To Malaysia
by Julie Figliomeni & yuRiko 
mewS

Wow! Less than 2 weeks until the 
Year 9/10 Cultural Tour to Malaysia! 
We had our final parent meeting on 
Monday afternoon to disseminate 
information and to provide each 
student with a backpack, courtesy 

of  Worldstrides, our Tour Operator. 
We are all very excited about all of  
the exciting activities that we will be 
involved in whilst in Kuala Lumpur 
and Malacca. Here are just a few of  
them:

Places to visit - KL

• KL Tower
• National Museum
• National Mosque
• Batu Caves

Places to visit - Malacca

• Cheng Hon Temple
• Dutch Square
• Baba Nyonya Museum
• St. Paul’s Church
• A’Famosa Fort

Workshops

• Selangor Pewter
• Batik
• Cooking class

We will also be visiting our partner 
school in Kuala Lumpur, Sekolah 
Menengah Sains Selangor. During 
our visit, CIDHS students will be 
sharing their presentations about 
our school, Christmas Island 
and Australia. We will also be 
participating in a collaborative 
Optiminds session as well as some 
recreational games. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for our students to be 
immersed in Malaysian culture.  We 
are honoured to be ambassadors 
not only for our school, but for 
Christmas Island and Australia too.



Gardening In Year 1
by Julie Figliomeni

The Year 1s have been learning 
all about compost, growing seeds 
and what plants need to grow. This 
week they planted tomato seedlings 
in containers that were collected in 
the recycling bins. Students were 
then allowed to take their seedlings 
home. This is what they had to say 
about their learning experiences;

“I found vegetable scraps, food 

scraps and tea bags in the compost.” 
- Xian

“Plants need water, sunlight and air 
to grow.” - Isabel

“Ants and cockroaches eat the 
compost.” - Callum

“We grew tomato plants.” - Rayyan

“Cockroaches, millipedes, 
centipedes, ants and worms eat the 
compost” - Allegra & Eeshana

NAPLAN 
Online
by tina auld-boweR

NAPLAN (National Assessment 
Program - Literacy and Numeracy) 
will be online this year in May. If  
parents would like a look at the 
test platform and types of  question 
formats that students will encounter 
in these tests there is a link below 
that parents can use to see what 
NAPLAN looks like online. 

nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-
demonstration-site 

If  parents have any questions about 
NAPLAN, please speak to your 
child’s class teacher.

On April 3rd the Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 
students completed a practice test 
for NAPLAN using the new online 
platform. This was a statewide 
plan for all government schools to 
test the online platform within a 
two hour time frame and test the 
internet capacity of  each school. 
It was a ‘dress rehearsal’ for the 
NAPLAN tests in May. All our 
students  successfully used a laptop 
or an iPad  to complete the test in 
the allocated 45 minute time period. 
There are no results or reports from 
this trial run.

State 
Volleyball 
Coach Visit
by tim Sambell

A big thanks to the Department of  
Sport and Rec and the Head state 
coach of  the Pearls (State Women’s 
Volleyball Team), Mandy Coombes 
for her recent school visit. Mandy 
brought a wealth of  coaching and 
playing experience to share with our 
Primary classes, Secondary classes, 
Country Week coaches and squads.

Coaches had the opportunity 

to discuss advanced strategies 
and training, and adjust some 
finer points of  technique for our 
developing Country Week squads 
that will hopefully give us the 
edge in our upcoming volleyball 
campaign to Perth in July.

Mandy also worked with our 
coaches to run a special weekend 
training session at the Rec Centre 
which was well attended with many 
future volleyball student stars 
coming along to hone their skills.

The school would also like to 
encourage any adults players to 
put in a team into the upcoming 
Recreation Centre Term 2 volleyball 
competition. Our past boys and 
girls team are the two recent 
reigning Island champions and 
really need some adult challenges to 
help prepare them for competitions 
on the mainland (‘Give them young 
up starts a lesson oldies’.)

PS – Check the GUNs on them 

fruit eaters (thanks Miss Sharon 
and Rosnah).

nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site 
nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site 


Mathematics Pancakes

by bRendan tayloR

In mathematics Year 6 have 
been cooking pancakes. Ok, 
technically we have been learning 
about measurement, but cooking 
pancakes allowed us to explore the 
maths of  measurement even more!

After measuring all of  the     
ingredients we had to measure 
the pancakes we created. 
We used measuring tools to 
accurately measure the diameter, 
circumference, height and weight 
of  our pancake.

We then used all of  our data to 
figure out some problems like, 
“How many pancakes would I need 
to make a stack one metre tall?” and 
“How many pancakes would be in a 
kilo of  pancakes?”

Thanks to Miss Vicki and Miss 
Betty for all of  their help with our 
hands-on maths lesson.

“The pikelets tasted delicious!” – 
Malcolm

“I liked when we had to measure 
the circumference. It was a little 
tricky as they weren’t perfectly 
round.” – Stefan

“We had to measure the height with 
a caliper which was new for some 
of  us.” – Freya

“I liked how we used calipers 
to discover some of  the 
measurements.” – Emilee

“The pikelets tasted so good!” – 
Selfia

“I liked how fun that maths lesson 
was.” – Maya

“It was such fabulous fun with 
numbers. Eating in maths should 
be compulsory!” - Matthew

Continued from front page...

However, the stars of  the show 
would have to be the Year 10 girls 
(Amber, Charlize, Olivia, Rana 
and Ruby) who worked tirelessly 
in rehearsing and performing their 
musical item “Heavy.” Featuring 
a full lineup of  guitar, keys, bass, 
drums and vocals, they presented 
a powerful message to “leave 

what’s (hurtful and) heavy behind.” 
Well done girls! We look forward 
to hearing more from you in the 
future.

All would agree the day was 
an outstanding success (one 
community member commented 
that it was one of  the very best he’d 
been to) …but events like this don’t 
just happen and the Harmony Day 
Committee would like to thank all 
the planning and hard work that the 
performers, teachers and organisers 
put into making the day such a 
harmonious occasion.


